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a larger proportion of hazardous materials traffic moved by rail is now
shipped in tank containers that are also transported by truck, barge, and
ship. Because the use of intermodal tanks in rail is relatively new in the
United States, experience in ensuring their safety in the rail environment is
limited, especially compared with more than 100 years of experience in
providing tank car safety. The long history of efforts to improve tank car
safety, including the need to modify tank cars with special safety devices
and inspect them for structural deficiencies long after designs were in
widespread use, should provide guidance to government and industry on
the need for preventive safety procedures for tank containers.

Tank containers are subject to international standards, though aspects
of their design and maintenance are also governed by DOT and AAR
standards and regulations. DOT and AAR also regulate the operation and
handling of tank containers and the design and condition of the railcars
that carry them. The safety performance of tank containers was not
examined in this study. The study committee believes, however, that in
light of their increased use for hazardous materials and the various parties
responsible for regulating them, a thorough DOT review of tank container
safety issues and procedures is warranted.

NOTES

1.  Transport Canada is responsible for regulating tank cars based in Canada,
which account for about 10 percent of the North American tank car fleet.
Because U.S. and Canadian tank cars travel freely across national borders,
DOT and Transport Canada have adopted similar regulatory requirements.
Hence, much of the discussion in this report is applicable to Canadian tank
cars and Transport Canada's role in regulating them.

2.  DOT must consider the effect of a change in regulations or policies in one mode
on all modes collectively, especially if the change results in modal traffic shifts.